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This study examines the need to redefine the concept of security in an
increasingly turbulent and rapidly changing world. Since the end of the Cold

War, the international system has undergone profound geopolitical

transformations that have given rise to new security threats, including terrorism,
irregular migration, cyberattacks, pandemics, and climate change. Unlike
traditional threats, these emerging challenges not only affect the sovereignty of
states but also directly threaten individuals and societies, making them existential
1n nature.

In light of these developments, the study highlights the limitations of the
traditional security approach, which is primarily based on military power,
deterrence, and the protection of state sovereignty. It argues that contemporary
security requires a broader and more comprehensive perspective encompassing
economic, social, environmental, water, health, food, and technological
dimensions. Accordingly, redefining security and linking it to sustainable
development has become essential, as military responses alone are no longer
sufficient to address the complexity of contemporary threats.

This paper therefore aims to analyze the evolution of the concept of
security and to identify the conditions necessary for the transition from the
traditional state-centered approach to a comprehensive human-centered security
framework. It also examines the case of West Africa as a compelling example of
the need to broaden the concept of security. More generally, Africa—and West
Africa in particular—has become a major hotspot for multiple interconnected
security threats, illustrating the necessity of adopting integrated security and
development strategies.

Keywords: Security; Traditional Approach; New Security Paradigm;
Emerging Security Threats; West Africa.
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