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Abstract:

Growing pressure on ecosystems and increasing competition over natural
resources have made sustainable water governance a major public policy
challenge. This study investigates water governance through the lens of
environmental integrity, using the Oum Er-Rbia estuary on Morocco’s Atlantic
coast as an analytical study case. It focuses on the role of transparency, accessible
environmental information, clear institutional responsibilities, effective
monitoring, and accountability in preventing governance vulnerabilities.

The study combines an analysis of Morocco’s legal and institutional
framework with a review of scientific literature on the estuary and an assessment
of the potential contribution of remote sensing, geospatial data, and geographic
information systems to environmental monitoring and public decision-making. It
does not seek to establish corruption or attribute environmental degradation to
specific unlawful practices, but rather to identity potential weaknesses in

governance arrangements and propose preventive mechanisms and solutions.
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The study suggests that environmental information should be treated as a
core component of integrity-based governance. Strengthening water governance
therefore requires proactive disclosure of environmental data, greater traceability
of public decisions, stronger institutional coordination, independent monitoring,
and measurable environmental integrity indicators at river-basin level.

Keywords: Environmental integrity; water governance; transparency;
environmental information; Oum Er-Rbia estuary; accountability; Morocco;
public policy.
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