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Abstract

This article is grounded in the central assumption that the water crisis is
fundamentally a crisis of institutional governance rather than merely a

consequence of declining precipitation. The study seeks to deconstruct the
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institutional framework entrusted with the implementation of Law No. 36.15 on
Water, highlighting the functional tensions between a central financial and
legislative authority based in Rabat, which holds strategic planning powers, and
territorial actors at the regional and local levels that confront the daily realities of
water scarcity and resource depletion.

Through a critical examination of the key stakeholders involved—including
supervisory ministries, river basin agencies, and agricultural institutions—the
article identifies what may be termed the “silent gap” in hydrological security,
manifested in overlapping mandates, fragmented responsibilities, and the absence
of effective policy coordination on the ground. The analysis demonstrates that the
challenges of water governance in Morocco stem less from a shortage of legal
instruments than from persistent institutional fragmentation and weak
enforcement mechanisms.

The article concludes that addressing water scarcity in Morocco does not
primarily require the adoption of new legislative frameworks. Rather, it
necessitates the effective activation of regulatory and enforcement mechanisms,
particularly those entrusted to the Water Police, as well as a reconfiguration of the
relationship  between  centralized  strategic  planning and local-level
implementation. Such reforms are essential for strengthening hydrological security
and ensuring a more coherent and integrated approach to water governance.

Keywords: Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM);
Institutional Conflict; Water Law No. 36.15; Water Police; Hydrological

Security; Territorial Policy Integration.
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(Ouvrages et Rapports )

Groupe de la Banque Mondiale & Water Partnership Program: "Gestion de

la rareté de 'eau en milieu urbain au Maroc," Rapport, Novembre 2017.
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